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TrOn Tam PhO0ng, K12A1 H6a (03-06)

Ghi chu: Bai vilt nay diil0c tac gil Tron Tam PhO0ng dang trén trang facebook cla HUS High
School for Gifted Students
va

HOi nhO ng ngd0i yéu cac khili chuyén Tong Hip
, admin xin phép tac gil dilc post I0itrén didn dan cla tri0ng dl cac hic sinh/ cOu hi ¢ sinh
cla trl0ng ti0n theo ddi va dic I0i khi cOn. COm On tac gil vi bai vilt rit chi tilt, dlc bilt a t0
chinh kinh nghillm cll a tac gill trong vil ¢ san tim va apply thanh céng hilc bl ng du hilc
Link: http://hsgs.edu.vn/forum/Thread-Th%E1%BA%A30-lu%E1%BA%ADN-T%C3%ACmM-h%
E1%BB%8Dc-b%E1%BB%95ng-du-h%E1%BB%8Dc-d%C3%A0nh-cho-d%C3%A2n-T%E1%
BB%95ng—H%E1 o/oBBo/oASD
Vi phong trao du hil ¢ dang trén da bao hoa, dl c¢é dilc hic bl ng du hic khéng phUila chuyln
di dang. P00 ng nhién Vietabroader vi n la mOt ngul n thdng tin khéng thd thilu vO hic b0 ng dii
vli hO ¢ sinh Viot Nam khi n p d0n vao cac tri0ng DH ni0c ngoai. Tuy nhién, theo y kil n ca
nhén clla ngl Ui vilt bai nay, nhilng hi 0 ng di n va cac kinh nghilm di0c chia sO trén
Vietabroader thién kha nhilu vl h00ng Liberal Art College (LAC) holl ¢ cac nganh mang tinh xa
hii, kinh t0. Dilu nay 0nh h00ng khéng nhi t0i dan TO ng HO p chdng ta, thd mOnh [a cac mén
khoa hUc cll bOn, ki thult, thO yOu vOn la ti0 ng Anh va cac holt dl ng xa hii. DO a trén nhi ng
kinh nghil m ca nhan, céng thém thii gian rinh ngli chUi Starcraft b0 thua liéntOc din dinblc
blitrong ngl0i. NgOUi vilt quylt dlnh gdi dl n cac bl n nhi ng kinh nghill m xin hO ¢ b0 ng ma
trén Vietabroader khéng dil clp t0i va minh nght s hDu ich dUi vili cac b0 n TOng HO p, nh ng
thdng tin d00i day mang tinh chinh g0 c, khdng dilIc copy t0 bOt ki mOt ai khac.

1) Tim hi ¢ b0 ng

Cac triing dli hOc hiln gil xult hiln nhi ng ki0 u full-scholarship d0t tén di0i ding
Award,Program, Scholars chl khéng con chil 1a Need-based, Merit-based hol ¢ Financial Aid
nda roai. Vi vy ddn din, ngoai common application form ra, chang ta nén I0c I0i xem c6 th0 b0t
di0c cai hic bl ng nao mii dilc thanh IDp hay khéng d0 c6 I0i thO hi n b0 n applicants khac.
V0Oy lam thD nao dl bidtdllc trd0ng co thd lo0i hUc blng dly hay khong? Thii gian tim thi cé
hin, ma c6 diln vai nghin tri0ng cln tim, d10ng nhién cach chim va chic chiln nhit vl n la vao
website cl a trl[ ng, click vao Prospective Students, click til p vao Financial Aid & Scholarship,
dicl00tqua hittltch cac phln, rdildo do mai tit thn day website miira d00c cai Special
Scholarship ddy. TOng cng thOi gian tim kil m nhd vO'y cing t0n mOt 30mins, nhan vOi vai tram
tr00ng cOn tim thi b0 n phOi danh thOi gian t00ng dOi lau trén may tinh.

Thay vi vily, dung 2 b0 c sau :

- GO “tén tring
scholarship diy

full scholarship” Ién google. BOOc nay sU I0n ra diilc tén cla cai full
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- Sau khi 100t qua trang ddu tién c a google result, s thl'y di0c caitén cla cai hic bing dly,
g0 til p “tén hi c b0 ng” filetype:pdfvao google.

Lido dingilnla b0t ki mOtcéi hic blng nao ciing sU thi0ng di kem vii b0 n gidi thiDu thong tin
di0i dlnh ding pdf. TO ng thii gian mOt khol ng 3-10mins kO cU vilc dUc.

NGi li thuyDt suéng thi nham qud, thO vi d0 xem nao. Bay gill gi sO minh nghe thOy tén tri0ng
Vanderbilt University, minh muOn tim hi0 u xem trd0 ng co fullscholarship hay khéng. He he, nlu
ai th0 check website cl a trl10 ng thi kha la overwhelming théng tin. Bay gi0 th0 lam theo cach
cla minh nhé:

- G6 "Vanderbilt" "full scholarship" Ién google. Cac bl n thIy kOt qul ngay dl u tién khong? MOt
th0 ng nao do6 1én Yahoo Answer hili “Someone help me
please! Full scholarship to Vanderbilt?”

. Ah ha, day la cai chang ta clin, ngay I0p t0 ¢ click vao trang dly diic, b0 qua nhOng tilu tiltcla
cau tr0 101, chO t0p trung d0 tim 1 cai tén riéng. Ngay 0 phia di0icau tr0 I0i, chl cOndlic I00t,
ctng thdy c6 1 cai tén ndi trdi nhOt “Cornelius Vanderbilt Scholarship” Bay la keyword cho bl c
tho 2.

- G6 “Cornelius Vanderbilt Scholarship” filetype:pdf vao google. Nhin xem kit qull ngay dong
diu tién la gi nao? http://www.vanderbilt.ed
u/scholarships/f...n-2012.pdf

Vidl thd 2, bay gil minh muln tim hOc bOng 0 trd0ng Emory University,

- GO “Emory”’full scholarship” Ién google. KOt qud diu tién kha I0n |0 n, cho ra nhil u thread t0
collegeconfidential, khéng thanh vin d0, c0 vao hittlt cl cac cai thread U top, cU thD 0 day la
cac thread tén “Stanford vs. Emory (full scholarship)”, “scholarship at emory”, “Duke vs. Emory
(full-ride)”. BOc 100t thdi (lubn nhi trong dlu 1 cau “minh cOn tim 1 céi tén, minh cOn tim 1 cai
tén, ....”). MOt khollng 5 phut d0 dilc va bln s phat hilnra 2 caitén cla 2 hic bl ng bln nd noi

t0i 0 day la “Woodruff scholarship” va “Emory Scholars”. Cé dilc cai tén i, ta lam t0i blOc 2

- GO “Woodruff scholarship” filetype:pdf vao google,phéat hil n ra day la scholarship danh cho
dan hOc vO Law, thoat khli website ngay I0p t0 c nhé. MOt vai nganh nhi Medicine, Pharmacy,
Law, Military... thi g0 n nh0 chO ¢ chi n khéng danh hi ¢ bl ng cho sinh vién quiic t0, ding dlc
thém ma dau diu.

- Second try, gd “Emory Scholars” filetype:pdf vao google. Nhin xem k't qull ngay dong dlu
tién la gi nao? http://www.emory.edu/admission/c
ounselor...nation.pdf

Vidl thd 3,4,5... ndanh cho bIn. Nén nhi la d0 ng cO ng nhi c qua ma ram rp lam theo mQi 2
bi0c trén, ¢ nhi ng Itc phUi thém t0 khéa, bit t0 khda, loli bl cu phap thi miiradilc kit qul
chinh xac va nhanh.

3) Apply hi'c bl ng
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ChU ¢ chiln bl n dang ban khoan la phin thd 2) Chulln b0 h0 sO sao khéng thl'y minh d0 cOp.
Tri0c khidl clp dinbdlc 2, minh muln cac bl n hinh dung dii0c tr00c nhl ng gi nén co khi
apply. NOu cc bl n da hoan thanh xong bilic 1 : ”A, minh bilt di0c 0 tri0ng dly ¢ céi hiic
bl ng diy!” thi chlc chIn cac bln cting nhinralatlitcO cac hd s xin hic bl ng nay dlu yéu
clu tD 1-3 bai essays. Chinh vi vy minh mulln d0 cOp d0n nidung essays 0 phln nay, what
to write on the essays?

Minh mul n add thém mOt chat vD 3 topic essay thong di ng.
1. Visao IUichOnhOcnganh dé U tri0ng cland

Be specific, gil s n6 hi v vidc chln hOc nganh X cOa trdng né, minh thOy phin I0n cac
applicants post essays trén Vieabroader c6 dilc dilm la cau tr0 I0i chung chung va thiOng mic
mOt vai l0i nh0 sau:

"l have passion about this field". --- Passion is a vague word, passion how?

"I graduated from the top high school in Vietnam. | got achievement, awards, high grades in that

field. Here is another piece of my personal history, my family is ..... ---- We can see that in your
document, please don't mention that again.

"l always wanted to be an entrepreneur, so | want to discover more about business" ---- Yeah,
I've always wanted to be a Superman. So what did you do if you always wanted to be an
entrepreneur?

B00ng nhién la nhing dilu d0 cOp O trén khéng cé hii gi ¢, minh chl thOy né chla dd dd cl
thD d0 impress adcom. Theo minh, thi minh sO lam nh0 th0 nay:

- Trong khollng 1-2 paragraph diiu tién, ¢ ging tr0 I0i d00c cau hOi"What did | do?". Thi di
apply vao Engineering major thi mé t0 vO qua trinh chinh tay minh I0p réap 1 product. Apply vao
Bussiness thi n6i vO qua trinh minh kil m ra tiln trong 1 céi job thdi high school. Riéng cai

khol n tr0 101 thanh cong cau hii nay, bl n da stand out dl 0 c hl n 90% applicants rdi vi thOc 10 la
0 b0 c high school, ngoai didm chéc ra, rit it hU ¢ sinh c6 thi

"do something significantly"

- Ti0 p theo la transition paragraph. Trl 10i cau hOi"What did | get?" Néi vi nhi ng philosophy
minh nghil m ra t0 cai experience dly.

- 2 - 3 paragraph culli cung sO tr0 101 cau hOi"Why is what you did important to us?" danh d0

link d0 n céi major 0 trd0ng. VOn d0 nay kha critical, phO n I0n cac applicants sU néu ra la "tr0 0 ng
nay la famous school"'c6 ranking cao 0 major nay nay nay"... minh thOy cin cl thD hOn0 mOc
dl lam sao 16i d00c nhi ng cai tén cl a projects cla tring ra. Thi dl nhl engineering major thi
16i hD n tén cai project ma student trong department dang thi ¢ hill n. Bussiness major thi néu

hin tén nhi ng nhém clOa tring ra. Tho m chi, nOu tim hidu cO ¢ ki ki, thi ¢6 th0 néu hin tén 1
professor va tén paper cla éng y ra. D00 ng
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nhién t0t c0 nhl ng céi projects va group, professors, papers nay phli support cho cai
philosophy 0 transition paragraph. Khi dl ¢ d0 n nhll ng cai tén nay, 90% la b0 n adcom khéng
hilu gi cl, cai gi ma ngl0ita khong hilu thi ngl Ui ta truy ra xem cé dung khéng. Va chl ¢ n vai
thao tac g6 may tinh, nglUita sO t0 ngl ra r0 ng applicant nay da thdc sO tim hiCu ki vO tr00ng
va sl t0 thdy la minh c6 passion vl cai major dily. Cai passion luc dl'y thi khéng con vaguely
described nl a.

2. What is your contribution apart from academic?

Cai essay nay cing cl n specific. Tranh dung big words. Thi dJ nhd minh thO'y nhil u bai essay
trén Vietabroader cé cdi tro "think big"; "think globally"... kil u nh0 "tdi sU d0a trl 0 ng chung ta
lén 1 t0m cao vi dli, bao trum thd gili", "la 1 ngd0i VN, t6i mul n mang di n cho tri0ng truyl n
thOng lau dli cla dan tic VN con rIng chau tién", "téi la cong dan qui c 0, t6i di tinh nguyln
khOp thO gili nOi, t6i cé thO make difference giup tr00ng ta da di ng van héa"... blah blah blah.

F*CK that!

| think we should stop writing about "thinking globally", it's better to write about how you're going
to "act locally".

Thi do nhO "t6i bilt d00c ring 0 khoa EE t0i Stanford, t0ng 4, phong s 123 cé 1 nhém dang
lam vO integrated circuit, t6i dang cé 1 new idea va hi vl ng c6 thll join nhdém dé c6 thl tang chit
I00ng cho sOn phim". "Téi bilt ring 0 Washington University c6 I00ng ngl0i Vilt déng nhi ng
phin I0n trong sO hO la thd ho thd 2 di tdn sau chil n tranh, thO ¢ sU du hO ¢ sinh chOa bilt cach
x0y ding 1 cOng ding miOnh dO thd hidn nét van héa thuln chOt Viot Nam. Téi la thing CO ng
SO n con, téi hi ving c6 thD giup si ¢ vao vilc dla hinh 0nh cla van héa Vidt Nam din
Washington". C4c bl n thdy dil m khac bilt khéng nhll, trong essay thi make it personally c6 Ui
thD d0 ngO0i ta hilu minh hOn la vilt nhO van b0 n cOa 1 1&o chinh tr0 gia.

3. Personal Statement

Céi nay miidung d0 ki vO personal history. B0 villt d00 c Personal Statement hay, bt bullc
phii c6é good experience, tlc la da culc dUi tri0c d6 da phUi trli qua nhil u giai doln 1én xul ng
gl p ghinh, than khoc 0 6i, vui s00ng t0t cung rdi. Con nlu chla cé nhi ng real life experience
diy, b0t dlu ngli nght ra cach lam thl nao d0 vidt cho hay, thi c6 IU 1a qua muln r0i, m0y cai
tip, tricks khé cé thd giup ich cho cai essay thém nhil u.

2) Chuln b0 ho sO

B0 ma vilt dic essays c6 nhilu y nghta nhi 0 phOn 3, thi hd sO c0a bln ctng phOithOc s cé
nhilu y nghta nhi thi. VO m0dt academics, TOEFL, SAT va GPA cac blin cé thi t0 lo di0c, cai
minh mudn ndi 0 day la extra activities. PhO n I0n extra curricular ma minh thOy trén
Vietabroader lién quan dl n sport, social activities, day khong phii la th mOnh cla dan T ng

HO p, mOc du minh bilt hil n nay ctng r0t nhidu b0 n hang mu tham gia cac holt dl ng ngoai
tr00ng. Minh mul n d0 cOp thém cho cac bl n muln di theo h [ ng Science and Engineering,
nhOng holt dl ng x& hii va thD thao khong tang d0 minh cOa hd sO [én nhilu. Chinh vi th0
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trong qua trinh hi ¢, n0 u b0 n mudn d0nh hi'0ng cho minh sau nay s theo dulli Science va
Engineering va mull n cé scholarship thi cac holt ding hO tr0 h0 sO cung nén lién quan diin
Science va Engineering.

Ngoai cac culc thi Toan, Li, H6a, Sinh, Tin chinh théng. 0 Vilt Nam thi nhi ng cul ¢ thi va hoOt
ding lién quan d0n ki thult 0 bOc high-school khéng nhil u. Tuy nhién, vin tOn t0i mOt vai culc
thi 0 di ng phong trao nho vifotech THANH THID U NIEN NHI B0 NG TOAN QUO C, Culc thi
quic gia v blo v maitrddng ndOc, Culc thi l0p trinh game, 0 ng di ng cho kho 0ng di ng
F-store... Minh khuyén cé&c bl n nén dang ki tham di va cl gong ditdi0c mit gili nao d6 (mic
du motivation d0 tham di thi nén la nid m dam mé sang tdo hin la gili thOOng). BOOc til p theo
quan tring nhit, sau khi c6 di0c gilith00Ong nao dly r0i, bl n nén link vi research cla trl0ng
ma bl n nght r ng minh s apply, d0 vilt vao essay, dic bilt la link vO i cac paper ma professors
0 tr00ng dly publish ra. Minh ¢é nhilc a0 n papers? U b0 c high school thi trinh d0 kion thOc rOt
kho c6 thd dic hilu dic toan b0 paper ma 1 giao sO dlli hOc viltra. Tuy nhién, bin nén cl dic
hilu d00c phOn Abstract d0 n0 m d00c khéi nil m r0ng 6ng giao si nay dang nghién clu v

m0O ng chung chung gi, sau d6 rli mOi link dd0c d0n kil n thO ¢ cda bdn. NOu dl ¢ phOn abstract
bl n v n khéng hil u, thi bdn nén dl c nhi ng gi ngd0i khac tém t0t cai paper dly bl ng mit ngén
ngl d0n gidn va ddi chung hin. Minh chl 10y vi dO trang webfuturity.org la mOt trang web tdm
t0t cac paper b0 ng ngdn ngl di hilu, ding thii co link trl ¢ til p d0 n cac paper dily.

NO u n6i ra phi n phia trén c6 vi chda ré rang I0m, minh thD 10y vi d0 nhO thD nay. Gil sU trong
qud trinh hO ¢ highschool, b0 n tham di 1 gi0i Game Starcraft, va di0c gili nhit, trong qua trinh
apply, bl n thOy did m mOnh cOa minh la chli game gilli, vOy thi nén link d0 n cai trl0ng nao ma
co6 professors da sln xult papers néi vil gamer. Vao thl website futurity.org, tim t0 khda
gamers, ra di0c kha nhilu k't qul nghién clu vO gamers. Ta thd [0y thi d0 vO baiting hip
paper “Gamers still fail at talking while driving” cla 1 gido sl tri0ng Duke University.

http://www.futurity.org/science-technolo...e-driving/

BOn ddc bai tom t0t nay, hilu d00c rd ng cac professors nay dang nghién clu khl nang
multitasking c a gamers khi lai xe. ROitrong b0 n tém t0t dly, cé link d0n bai bao giic ,bIn I0n
ra di0c bai bao gicU day.

http://www.springerlink.com/content/k711...01/?MUD=MP

BOn khéng nhit thit phli ddc toan b0 bai bao giic, bl n chl cln dlc phln Abstract d0 n0Im
di0c nhing gi sU cé trong bai bao.

TO bai bdo glic, binbiltdilc tén tuli cla nhing gido sU da vilt bai bao nay, nhi ng céi tén nay
v6 cung quan trd ng trong bai essays xin hi ¢ bl ng. Minh chl cOn [0y vidd nhO : ”Trong qua
trinh chli game, t6i lubn nght rang ki nang multitasking cl a t6i c6 thi transferable sang cac ki
nang khac, cho din mit I0n tinh cO t6i d0c d00 c bai bao cla giao sl Sarah E. Donohue va cll ng
sU, téi hilu di0c ring dilu di'y khéng dung. BO n tinh t0 mo da khil n t6i thl 10p I0i cac thi
nghidm ma nhém dang lam, va qul thOt kOt quOd d0c kil m chOng...” cd thd ma badi ra. Bai
essays chilc chin sl tr0 nén personal va hUp din hOn rdt nhilu, ddng thOi néu bdt hin bdn
than bl n ra khii dam applicants khac. Thd hinh dung 0 vO tri ng00i d0 ¢ ma xem, chi ng nhO t0
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chii hic bldng cho 1 thOng muln tim hilu v nghién clu ma tr00ng dang theo dulli?

TOm thO da, minh tin chi ¢ nhi ng théng tin trén chi ¢ chin sO rdt hOu ich cho nhillu b0 n, khéng
chi apply 0 bl c high-school ma con trong nhil u lIinh vl ¢ khac nla. Nh ng minh vilt dai qua r0
va minh khéng con hiilng d0 vilt n0a, mong cac bl n théng com.

B0 n nao mul n copy holl ¢ post vao chll khac thi mong dil credit la minh Tr0n Tam Phi0ng nhé,

cdm0On cac bin!

Trln Tam PhO0ng.
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